Wake Forest University, Spring 2025
POL 114

COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS

Instructor: Adam Lenton E-Mail: lentona@wfu.edu
Time: M/W/F 2-2:50PM Drop-in/Office Hours: W 9:00-
Location: Salem Hall 205 11:00AM, F 9:30-11:00AM, or by
Office: Kirby 311 appointment.

This course covers major issues in the subfield of Comparative Politics — the study of politics
within countries around the world. Over the course of the semester, students will become
familiar with key theoretical approaches to the social scientific study of political phenomena
and learn to critically evaluate and explain these phenomena in different contexts across the
globe.

This course will provide insights into some of the key questions and debates in Comparative
Politics, such as: Why did the state become the dominant mode of political organization in
the modern world? Why are some states more economically developed than others? Why
did some states democratize? How can institutions and civil society shape politics? What
explains the endurance of autocracies? Why is ethnic or national identity politically important
in some contexts but not in others? The theories and concepts studied in this course serve as
a foundation for further study in the field of Comparative Politics.

Students will also study the politics of a select group of countries in greater detail (the United
Kingdom, Germany, Russia, China, India, Turkey, and South Africa), together with regular
engagement and discussion of global news. By doing so, students will critically apply
theoretical and conceptual insights to specific contexts.

[earning Objectives:

e Understand key concepts in Comparative Politics.

e Develop greater familiarity with countries around the world.

e Become a more informed consumer of global news.

e Gain confidence in describing, explaining, and discussing political
phenomena across and within countries.

e Acquire experience using different sources and research approaches to
analyze political phenomena.
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Class Format & Requirements:
This class meets three times a week for 50 minutes each:

e The first half of the semester focuses on key theories and concepts in
Comparative Politics, whereas the second half of the course focuses on country
case studies.

e Mondays will occasionally feature student presentations.

e Fridays will feature short quizzes at the end of class.

Time Commitment:

Students are expected to work independently on average for two hours for each hour spent
in the classroom. This means that in addition to our scheduled meetings you should expect
to spend approximately five hours per week working outside of the classroom, such as
reading assigned texts, reviewing material covered, and working on your assignments.

Bear in mind that this is just an estimate: it will depend on the other classes you are taking as
well as the time of the semester. [ recommend that you consult the Workload Estimator
compiled by WFU'’s Center for the Advancement of Teaching when planning your schedule.

Note that the reading load is heavier at the beginning of the semester and significantly lighter towards the
end. This is designed to allow students more time to work on their assignments at the end of the semester,
which is traditionally a busy time.

Required Readings:

e Patrick H. O'Neil, Essentials of Comparative Politics, 6th edition (New York: W. W.
Norton, 2018).
e The Economist (freely available to the WFU community)

Assignments:

Final grades for the course will be assigned as follows:

Quizzes 30%
Exam 1. theories and concepts 17.5%
Exam 2: case studies 17.5%
Country presentation 10%

Final project 25%


https://cat.wfu.edu/resources/workload2/
https://guides.zsr.wfu.edu/site_access

Quizzes (30% of final grade):

At the end of Friday’s classes, we will have short quizzes consisting of multiple choice and
short answer questions. The quizzes will cover the reading(s) and lecture material from that
week’s classes (50% of points) as well as current events in international news (50% of points).

Why quizzes? There are several reasons. First, frequent in-class quizzes have been found
to increase student performance (Thomas et al., 2020). Quizzes can also be of particular
help for students who are struggling (Tallarico and Wisniewski, 2015). This is corroborated
by findings showing that regular quizzes can help to narrow the achievement gap between
socioeconomic classes, and that the positive effects on student performance hold in
subsequent semesters, suggesting that quizzes help to develop effective study skills that
have long-term payoffs (Pennebaker, Gosling, and Ferrell 2013). They also help me as an
instructor to identify areas to focus on in subsequent classes.

Acquiring expertise in Comparative Politics requires continual investment in understanding
developments in the politics and societies of different countries. More broadly, whether you
work in government, academia, or the private sector, it pays dividends to keep up to date
with relevant news in your field. This can be hard to do above and beyond all the other
commitments we have, so a central motivation for assigning quizzes is to incentivize students
to invest time following international news and to incorporate it into your daily routines.

Expectations and logistics:

[ will draw upon international news from that week’s edition of The Economist.
You can access it for free on campus. Each week’s edition is released on
Saturday, so you have between then and the following Friday to read all articles
in the following news sections: Britain, Europe, Middle East & Africa, The
Americas, Asia, China, and International.

Students are free to decide which quizzes they wish to take, but they must take
at least 10 of the 13 Friday quizzes across the semester. For each additional quiz
taken [ will drop the lowest quiz score from the average.

Students with learning accommodations are welcome to take quizzes during the
following week’s office hours if they are present during that Friday’s class session,
as will students with excused absences.

[ understand that some students may find reading 7he Economist to be
challenging at first, while those who already keep up to date with the news may
find this easier. Please be assured that sustained effort will pay off: student
performance on average always improves across the semester, and it is usually
those who struggle at first who see the greatest improvements.

[ strongly recommend that you take at least 2 of the first 3 quizzes. You will get
a good sense of the expectations and types of questions you will be asked, plus
you will give yourself flexibility later in the semester to pass on future quizzes or
take additional ones to improve your score.


https://guides.zsr.wfu.edu/site_access

Three tips regarding The Economist:

1. Make sure that you are reading the correct edition. I recommend going to “Weekly
Edition” at the top of the navigation bar on economist.com, then bookmarking
“Browse all Editions” to ensure you access the correct edition.

2. You should read all of the articles in the aforementioned sections. This might seem
like a lot of reading, but over the course of the week it works out at a few short articles
a day, or about 1-2 hours in one setting. It is also possible to listen to audio versions
of the articles: something to consider while commuting or exercising, for instance.

3. Apply good study habits to developing news knowledge. Students who got perfect or
near perfect scores on the quizzes all wrote up short notes, made flash cards, and/or
studied the material they read earlier that week.

Exams (2x 17.5%):

Two in-class, closed book exams will be held during the semester, consisting of multiple-
choice and short answer questions based on the lectures.

The first exam (Wednesday, February 26) will be focused on the theories and concepts from
the first half of the semester. The second exam (Thursday, May 1) will focus on the country
case studies from the second half of the semester. The exams will only cover material from
class. As a rule of thumb, if something is on the lecture slides (including discussion questions
from assigned material), it may feature in these exams.

Country presentation (10%):

Students will work in groups of 3 to deliver a 5-minute presentation on a contemporary
political issue in a country, to be presented at the beginning of Monday classes. The aim of
the presentation is to inform and educate your peers by: a) briefly introducing relevant
political and economic characteristics of the country; b) explaining an important recent event
or ongoing political development in that country; and c) relating (1) and (2) to topics, readings,
or country cases encountered in the class.

Presentations will be graded according to how effectively they achieve the above 3 tasks. A
sign-up sheet will be circulated in Week 2. Suggested countries/issues will be listed in the
sign-up sheet, but students can ultimately decide which country they choose to present based
on their interests. The only requirement is that it is not one of the country case studies covered
in class or the focus of students’ final projects (you may work on the same country for the
presentation and research project if the issues studied are different — if you think this may
apply to you please reach out so we can discuss). | recommend that students meet with me
during office hours the week before their presentations.



Research project (25%):

Students will produce a final research project on a political issue in a country of their choice,
identifying and answering a specific question. This is an opportunity for you to delve deeper
Into an issue or a region that interests you, applying the concepts and theories learned in this
class.

Depending on students’ personal and professional interests [ offer two “tracks”: students can
choose to produce either an 8-10-page paper or a 15-to-20-minute podcast and
accompanying script. Whilst the format will differ slightly, both will be graded according to
their substantive content, clarity, and organization.

The assignment will be structured incrementally:

e 1) An online survey asking for your preliminary ideas will be due by midnight on
Friday, February 21.

e On February 28 we will meet with the Director for Research and Instruction Services
at the ZSR Library, Rosalind Tedford, who will familiarize you with the various
resources you can consult when researching your project.

e 2) A research topic and brief outline will be due by midnight on Friday, March 28.

e 3) A literature review will be due by Friday, April 18.

e Detailed instructions for these 3 incremental assignments will be provided in advance.
Rather than providing a grade for these assignments, you will receive full credit for
submitting them. The amount of full credit awarded will be calculated for each mini
assignment as follows, with a maximum of 5% (in this case, the submitted project will
be worth 20% of the final grade, with 5% full credit):

Assignment Excellent Good Needs work
Preliminary ideas 1% 0.5% 0.25%
(February 21)

Topic and brief 2% 1% 0.5%
outline (March 28)

Literature review 2% 1% 0.5%

(April 18)

e These mini assignments are not mandatory, but they are highly recommended.
The final project is due on Canvas on Sunday, May 4 by midnight.

Grading scale:

Final grades will be calculated according to the following scale. Note that I consider grades
in the B-range to be good and in line with the requirements for this course.




A 92 -100 B- 80-81 D+ 68-69
A-90-91 C+ 78-79 D 62-67

B+ 88-89 C 72-77 D- 60-61

B 82-87 C-70-71 F 59 and below



Schedule:

Note that the syllabus is a /iving document. expect to see a few changes here and there as the
semester goes on, especially for our country case studies where recent political events may
shape what we cover. Students will be notified in advance of any changes via email and any
updated versions of the syllabus will be uploaded to Canvas. To help with time
management, page numbers are provided in brackets.

Date Topic Required readings Assignments/other
notes

Unit 1: The state & political economy

1/13 What is Syllabus
Comparative
Politics?

1/15 Historical O'Neil, Ch. 1, pp. 1-23, Ch. 2, pp. 31-40 [29]
origins of
political
organization

/17 Emergence of O'Neil, Ch. 2, pp. 41-46 [6] Quiz 1
the state
Yuhua Wang, “Why War Didn’'t Make the
Chinese State.” Broadstreet, February 24,
2021, available at:
https://broadstreet.blog/2021/02/24/why-
war-didnt- make-the-chinese-state/ [6]

1/22 No class. Instructor in Washington, DC giving a talk on Russian politics at George Washington

University
1/24 Imperial and O’Neil, Ch. 10, pp. 310-322 (section on Quiz 2
colonial legacies imperialism &

colonialism) [13]

Francis Fukuyama, “The Imperative of
State-Building,” Journal of Democracy, vol.
15,n0. 2 (2004), pp. 17-31 [15]

1/27 Introduction to O'Neil, Ch. 4, pp. 97-129 (Chapter 4,

political “Political Economy” [33]
economy

1/29 Economic O'Neil, Ch. 11, pp. 339-367 (Chapter 11,
development “Globalization and the Future of

Comparative Politics”) [29]

1/31 Resources and Michael Ross, “Blood Barrels: Why Oil Quiz 3




the environment

Wealth Fuels Conflict,” Foreign Affairs, vol.
87,n0. 3 (2008), pp. 2-8 [7]

Unit 2: The regime

2/3 Democracy I: O'Neil, Ch. 5, pp. 135-146 (Chapter 5,
democracy in “Democratic Regimes,” read up to
historical “Institutions of the Democratic State”) [12]
perspective

Sheri Berman, “How Democracies Emerge:
Lessons from Europe,” Journal of
Democracy, vol. 18, no. 1 (January 2007), pp.
28-41[13]

2/5 Democracy 1I: O'Neil, Ch. 5, pp. 146-165 (Chapter 5,
democratic and “Democratic Regimes,” from “Institutions
electoral of Democratic Regimes”) [20]
institutions

2/7 Authoritarianism O’Neil, Ch. 6, pp. 173-203 (Chapter 6, Quiz 4
[: varieties of “Nondemocratic Regimes”) [31]
authoritarian
rule

2/10 Authoritarianism Andrea Kendall-Taylor and Erica Frantz,

[1: dynamics of “When Dictators Die,” Journal of Democracy,
authoritarian vol. 27, no. 4 (October 2016), pp. 159-71
rule [13]
2/12 Democratization O'Neil, Ch. 5, pp. 141-146 (Chapter 5,
“Democratic Regimes,” section on
“Contemporary Democratization”) [6]
2/14 Populism and Steven Levitsky and Lucan Way, “The New Quiz 5
hybrid regimes Competitive Authoritarianism,” Journal of
Democracy, vol. 31, no. 1 (January 2020), pp.
51-65 [15]
Unit 3: Societal forces
2/17 Nationalism Andreas Wimmer, "Why Nationalism
Works." Foreign Affairs, February 11, 2019
[13]
2/19 Social Sophia McClennen, Srdja Popovic, Joseph
movements Wright, “How
to Sharpen a Nonviolent Movement,”
Journal of Democracy, vol. 31, no. 1 (January
2023), pp. 110-125[16]
2/21 Gender Dawn Langan Teele, “Women & the Vote,” Quiz 6

Daedalus, vol. 149, no. 1 (Winter 2020), pp.
25-39 [15]

Final project:
Preliminary project
ideas due by




midnight

2/24 Separatism and Tanisha Fazal, “Go Your Own Way: Why
ethnic conflict Rising Separatism Might Lead to More
Conlflict,” Foreign Affairs, July/August 2018
[11]
2/26 Exam 1
2/28 Guest speaker: Rosalind Tedford, Director for Research and Instruction Services at the

ZSR Library. Please bring your laptops. Note that there will not be a quiz today.

Unit 4: Advanced industrial democracies: the United Kingdom and Germany

3/3 UK ]
3/5 UK I
3/7 UK I Quiz 7
3/17 Germany |
3/19 Germany 11
3/21 Germany 111 Quiz 8
Unit 5: Hybrid regimes in Eurasia: Russia and Turkey
3/24 Russia I Henry E. Hale, “25 Years After the
USSR: What’s Gone Wrong?” Journal of
Democracy, vol 27, no. 3 (July 2016), pp.
24-35 [12]
3/26 Russia [1
3/28 Russia 111 Quiz 9
Final project:
Research topic and
brief outline due by
midnight
3/31 Turkey |
4/2 Turkey [1
4/4 Turkey 11 Quiz 10
Unit 6: Emerging powers: India, China, and South Africa
4/7 India I
4/9 India II Ashutosh Varshney and Connor Staggs,
“Hindu Nationalism and the New Jim
Crow,” Journal of Democracy, vol. 35, no. 1
(January 2024), pp. 5-18 [14]
4/11 India III Quiz 11
4/14 China [




4/16 China II Andrew Nathan, “The Puzzle of the
Chinese Middle Class,” Journal of
Democracy, vol. 27, no. 2 (Apr. 2016), pp.
5-19[15]
4/18 China III Quiz 12
Final project:
Literature review
due by midnight
4/21 South Africa [
4/23 South Africa II Michelle Gavin, “South Africa’s Landmark
Elections,” Council on Foreign Relations, June
3, 2024, available at:
https://www.cfr.org/blog/south-africas-
landmark- elections [4]
4/25 South Affica III Quiz 13
4/28 Trivia and wrap up

Final exam on Thursday, 5/1 at 2pm
Final project due on Canvas on Sunday, 5/4 by midnight
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Classroom norms and policies:

Attendance:

Everyone is expected to attend all class sessions, and regular attendance is crucial for
success in this class. That said, conflicts can arise even with the best-planned schedules.
In the case that you need to miss a class, you should make sure to complete the required
reading and study the lecture slides to avoid falling behind.

Students who miss in-class assessments such as quizzes, presentations, and exams
cannot retake them at a later date. Exceptions may only be made in case of documented
absences.

Please reach out to me if you have other commitments such as employment or
caregiving which may impact your schedule, and I will be happy to accommodate as
best as possible.

Electronic devices:

Electronic devices are not permitted during class except for during live polling (see
below) or for note-taking purposes if provided such a learning accommodation.

Live polling:

To facilitate active learning, I incorporate live polling software, Wooclap, into our
lectures. There is no need to sign up, responses are not graded, and answers are
anonymous. You can use Wooclap on your phone. Our class link will be the same
for each class: https://app.wooclap.com/POL114

Slides:

Lecture slides will be uploaded to Canvas shortly after class. Please do not share or
distribute them.

Email communication:

Email is common in many professional and academic environments. Accordingly,
appropriate email etiquette can go a long way. Be sure to include salutations, sign off
appropriately, and proofread before you send. Try to be as clear as possible regarding
the purpose of the email (including indicating it in the subject) so that the reader can
respond suitably.

[ will endeavor to respond to your emails within 1 business day of receipt. I will not
respond to emails on the weekends unless of an urgent nature.

Late policy:

[t is important to treat assignments as part of working in a professional environment. If a
manager or other colleague has asked you to submit work by a certain date, it is
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professional courtesy to inform them in advance if this might not be possible and to
communicate any possible issues you foresee. The person may have set aside time in
their day or weekend to go through the submitted work, or they may have a deadline
for their own manager, etc.

[ will consider extension requests if all of the following steps are made: 1) A formal email
is sent to the instructor at least 24 hours before the deadline; 2) The email explains why
the work cannot be completed by the deadline, provides supporting evidence and/or
evidence of the work completed so far; 3) The email proposes a reasonable amended
deadline.

If all of these steps are taken, I will consider the request and respond in writing within
24 hours after receipt. [ will either accept the request as it is or offer an alternative
deadline to the one proposed.

Otherwise, standard late policies will apply without exception: 1/3 of a letter grade will
be deducted for lateness, and an additional 1/3 of a letter grade for every additional 24-
hour period.

Submitting written work:

All written work will be submitted as attachments (saved as .doc or .pdf files) and
uploaded to Canvas and checked for plagiarism. Please check your work before
submitting, including spell checking and converting to the correct format.

Academic integrity:

Academic integrity is a central component of living out Wake Forest University’s
commitment to honorable and ethical conduct. When you signed the honor code, you
have agreed “not to deceive any member of the community; not to steal, cheat, or
plagiarize on academic work; and not to engage in any other form of academic
misconduct.”

In this class, this entails a commitment to not engage in plagiarism and any form of
academic dishonesty, whether in written work or in verbal presentations, in individual
and/or group projects. For help regarding plagiarism and how to recognize and avoid
it, please refer to this tutorial on the ZSR library  website:
https:/ /zsr.wfu.edu/research/guides/recognizing-avoiding-plagiarism/.

Indications of plagiarism and/or other forms of academic dishonesty will be reported
to the Honors and Ethics Council, and will be dealt with according to the College’s
policies.

Al Policy:

Students are prohibited from using Generative Artificial Intelligence tools, including
paraphrasing tools, to complete any assignments unless (1) otherwise permitted in the
assignment instructions or (2) as part of an in-class exercise under your professor’s
supervision.
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Emergencies:

In the event of health-related or other emergencies, please notify me immediately and
contact the Office of Academic Advising (OAA). You can read more about the support
that the OAA provides here: https://advising.wfu.edu/emergencies/medical-family-
emergency/.

Learning Accommodations:

Wake Forest University is committed to providing accommodations for students
who require them. Any student requiring academic accommodations should contact the
Center for Learning Access and Student Success (CLASS) as early in the semester as
possible, and ask CLASS to send me an approved accommodation letter request. You
can contact them here: https://class.wfu.edu/disability-  services/student-
accommodations/.

Please reach out to me if you have any questions or concerns, and [ will be happy to
accommodate your needs.

Writing Support:

Much like other skills, becoming a good writer requires steady practice and investment,
including revising and editing one’s own work. [ recommend that you make use of the
resources offered by the Writing Center. To make an appointment with the Writing
Center, please visit: https://writingcenter.wfu.edu/.

Drop-in/Office Hours:

Please come to my drop-in/office hours or email me if you have any questions about
the class, or comparative politics/academia in general. This is time for you. 15-minute
appointments can be booked here (in-person or Zoom), but feel free to drop in if my
door is open even if you haven't booked a time. If you are not available during scheduled
office hours please email me and we can set up an alternative time.

Readings and Lecture Schedule:

All additional readings and assigned materials will be available on Canvas. Students must
complete all assigned readings prior to meeting in class and be prepared to discuss them.
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