Wake Forest University, Fall 2024
POL 242

The Russia-Ukraine War

Instructor: Adam Lenton Time: M/W  3:30-4:45PM
Location: Kirby-Manchester 010
Office: Kirby 311 E-Mail: lentona@wfu.edu

Drop-in/Office Hours: W 9:00-11:00AM, F 9:30-11:00AM, or by appointment. Sign-up page
here

The Russia-Ukraine War is the largest interstate war of the 21st century, with major
implications for Ukraine, for Russia, and for the world.

This course examines the causes and ongoing consequences of the war. Students
will go beyond the headlines to acquire a deeper understanding of how we got here
— and where we may be heading. We will analyze key questions related to the war,
engaging with declassified documents, archival sources, and recently published
scholarly works. We will draw upon films, TV shows, print media and music from
Ukraine and Russia to contextualize and understand developments in the region
before and following the 2022 invasion.

The first half of the course will focus on explaining the causes of the invasion. To do
so, it is important to understand historical political developments in Ukraine and
Russia since the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. We will pay particular
attention to developments in Ukraine since 2014, including the armed conflict in the
Donbas which directly preceded the full-scale invasion.

The second half of the course focuses on the war’s ongoing consequences for
Ukraine, Russia, and the world since February 2022. Since the war is ongoing, this
part of the course will be flexible — we will adapt to cover important developments
as and when they occur.

Learning Objectives:

e Identify and critically evaluate key explanations and approaches to
understanding the causes and ongoing consequences of the Russia-Ukraine
War

e Understand major political developments in Ukraine and Russia, drawing
connections to how these developments influence and are influenced by the
war


https://calendar.app.google/Ci4arHUv5ap7jHJe6

e Evaluate the prospects and scenarios for Ukraine’s and Russia’s political
development

o (Critically engage with recent scholarly books published on the war

e Acquire confidence using a range of primary and secondary sources to
analyze the war

Class Format & Requirements:

This class meets twice a week in-person for 1 hour and 15 minutes. Classes consist
of a mixture of lecture and discussion. As such, students should come to class
having completed the assigned materials for that day and be prepared to discuss
them.

Time Commitment:

Students are expected to work independently on average for two hours for each
hour spent in the classroom. This means that in addition to our scheduled meetings
you should expect to spend approximately five hours per week working outside of
the classroom, such as reading assigned texts, reviewing material covered, and
working on your assignments.

Bear in mind that this is just an estimate: it will depend on the other classes you are
taking as well as the time of the semester. I recommend that you consult the
Workload Estimator compiled by WFU’s Center for the Advancement of Teaching
when planning your schedule.

Required Materials:

No textbooks are required for this course. Materials will be uploaded to Canvas or
links provided therein. We will be watching several episodes of Servant of the People,
a Ukrainian political comedy, which is available on Netflix.

Content, ethics, and intellectual honesty:

This is a course about a major ongoing war. We will discuss difficult topics, and
these may trigger strong emotions. One of my duties as an instructor is to cultivate a
space where we can thoughtfully engage with difficult and contentious issues.

I have grappled with how to approach this course since the war is also personal for
me as an instructor; I've studied the region for over a decade and spent upwards of
three years in Ukraine and Russia across dozens of trips. While my understanding of
the war does not come from the position of a neutral observer, I consider it
important to approach this course from the perspective of strategic empathy — to try


https://cat.wfu.edu/resources/workload2/

to understand how others feel and experience the world even if we do not share in
their feelings.! This means engaging seriously with positions or arguments that we
may strongly disagree with, and adopting an ethos of self-reflexivity in our analysis.

Assignments:

Final grades for the course will be distributed as follows:

Attendance and in-class participation 10%
Map quiz and diagnostic surveys 5%
Exam 1 17.5%
Exam 2 17.5%
War report 10%
Practical assignments 20%
Final project 20%

Attendance and in-class participation (10%):

Everyone is expected to attend all class sessions having completed the assigned
materials in advance. Participation can take a variety of forms. This includes, but is
not limited to, actively contributing to class discussions, raising questions, being
involved in group and other in-class activities. We can also demonstrate
participation through our roles as listeners: whether by paying attention to one
another or acknowledging our peers’ contributions to discussions.

While attendance is mandatory, conflicts can arise even with the best-planned
schedules. Absence from class may be excused in cases of documented illness,
family emergency, religious observance, or official obligations such as varsity sports,
interviews during the afternoon of class, or military service. It is your responsibility
to inform me in advance, provide documentation (e.g., a doctor’s note, letter from
the OAA), and to catch up on any missed readings.

Each student is also allowed one free pass for an unexcused absence. You do not
have to provide any reason for taking such an absence, but you must notify me
within 24 hours of the class you missed that you want to use your “free” absence.
Otherwise, and in the case of additional unexcused absences, each will incur a one
percentage point penalty for this portion of the grade.

Please reach out to me if you have other commitments such as employment or
caregiving which may impact your schedule, and I will be happy to accommodate as
best as possible.

1 See Claire Yorke (2023) Is empathy a strategic imperative? A review essay, Journal of Strategic
Studies, 46:5,1082-1102, DOI: 10.1080/01402390.2022.2152800



Map quiz and diagnostic surveys (5%):

Learning the geography of this region is an important investment, since we will
frequently be talking about developments that are occurring in specific regions of
Ukraine and parts of Russia. Students will take 1 in-class map quiz on September 11
on regions in Ukraine and Russia (3%). A word bank of region names will be
provided.

The instructor will also send a pre- and post-class survey to be completed, each
worth 1% of the grade.

Exams (2x 17.5%):

Two in-class, closed book exams will be held during the semester, consisting of
multiple-choice and short answer questions based on the lectures and assigned
readings.

The first exam (October 4) will cover the first two units (Russia and Ukraine in
Historical Perspective, Crimea, Donbas, and War in Ukraine 2014-2022), while the
second (November 22) will cover the third and fourth (Explaining the 2022 Invasion,
Ukraine and Russia post-2022).

War report (10%):

In groups of 2, students will spend a week closely monitoring current events in the
Russia-Ukraine War and comparing their interpretation by a variety of Ukrainian,
Russian, and Western sources. The purpose of this is to practice skills in curating
and analyzing real-time events, in being attuned to differences in what is discussed
and how it is discussed, and deciding how to concisely convey your findings to an
audience. Students will produce a short report (2-3 pages) to share and discuss
together with the class the following week. Students can focus on one of the
following areas: 1) Military and campaign updates, 2) Domestic politics in
Russia/Ukraine, 3) Diplomatic updates. Detailed instructions, suggested sources,
and grading standards will be provided by the instructor in advance.

Practical assignments (20%):

To develop practical skills in researching and analyzing the war using primary
sources, students will complete two guided take-home assignments, each worth
10% of the grade. The first assignment will be an analysis of the collapse of the
Soviet Union using declassified archival documents. The second assignment
examines Russia-Ukraine relations and NATO expansion in the 1990s and 2000s,
drawing upon recently published memoirs of U.S. government officials. Sources to
be used will be provided by the instructor.



Research project (20%):

Each student will produce a final project for the course on a topic of their choice.
This project is intended to be a standalone piece that showcases students’ ability to
use their knowledge of the region in academic, journalistic, or policy-related
spheres. As such, there are three broad tracks available: an academic research
paper, a podcast, or a policy memo. [ will consult with you individually to help you
identify a topic and approach that interests you. More detailed instructions will be
provided in separate handouts.

The final project is due on Canvas on Friday, December 13 by midnight.

Grading scale:

Final grades will be calculated according to the following scale. Note that I consider
grades in the B-range to be good and in line with the requirements for this course.

A 92 -100 B- 80-81 D+ 68-69
A-90-91 C+ 78-79 D 62-67
B+ 88-89 C72-77 D- 60-61

B 82-87 C-70-71 F 59 and below



Schedule:

Syllabi are often living documents — especially so for a course like this one. Expect
to see some changes as the semester goes on. Current events, our in-class
discussions, or student preferences are all good reasons to go down paths otherwise
not planned when initially coming up with the syllabus. If any changes are made, I'll
send an email and upload the current syllabus to Canvas (with the “current” date
updated). Canvas pages will also be updated accordingly. There are also several
open sessions later in the semester that we will tailor according to the group’s
preferences.

Notes/assign

Date Topic Materials: .
ments:

Unit 1: Russia and Ukraine in Historical Perspective

Pre-semester survey (1%) due by midnight, August 27

g/2g Vpereare g s
we now?
Serhii Plokhy, The Russo-Ukrainian War: The Return of History
(Norton, 2023), pp. 1-17.
From

Kyivan Andrew Wilson, The Ukrainians: Unexpected Nation, 4th edition
Rus’ to the (Yale University Press, 2015), excerpts.

8730 .
Russian
Revolutio Jade McGlynn, “Imposing the Past: Putin’s War for History,”

n War on the Rocks, March 15, 2023.
https://warontherocks.com/2023/03/imposing-the-past-
putins-war-for-history/.

Plokhy, The Russo-Ukrainian War, pp. 17-25.
Serhy Yekelchyk, Ukraine: What Everyone Needs to Know?
(Oxford University Press, 2020), pp. 38-55.
Vladimir Putin, “On the Historical Unity of Russians and We will return
Ukrainians” President of Russia, July 12, 2021. to Putin’s
http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/66181. article a few
times in the
Soviet following
9/4 . Recommended materials: weeks. Look
Ukraine
carefully at
The Road to Babi Yar, dir. Boris Maftsir. 2018. Available at: how he
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gS1licAkl.rBo depicts
Ukrainian

Serhii Plokhy, The Gates of Europe: A History of Ukraine (Basic statehood.
Books, 2015), pp. 259-305.

Roman Szporluk (2006). Lenin, “Great Russia,” and Ukraine.
Harvard Ukrainian Studies, 28(1/4), 611-626.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/41036986.



https://warontherocks.com/2023/03/imposing-the-past-putins-war-for-history/
https://warontherocks.com/2023/03/imposing-the-past-putins-war-for-history/
http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/66181
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gS1icAkLrBo
http://www.jstor.org/stable/41036986

No class meeting: instructor presenting at American Political Science Association

9/6
conference.
Plokhy, The Russo-Ukrainian War, pp. 25-33.
“Iloyemy pacnasics CCCP? BoitHa B Adpranucrase, HedTb,
The nepectpoiika, ['opbaues, Eabiun” [Why did the USSR
Collapse  Collapse? War in Afghanistan, oil, Perestroika, Gorbachev,
of the Yeltsin], Varlamov, August 21, 2021. Available at:
9/11 Soviet https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=24Y5UFRWnTE. In-class map
Union [Russian with English subtitles] quiz (3%)
seen from
Moscow  “fkum 6yJo 24 cepnusa 1991” [How was August 24, 1991],
and Kyiv  Suspil'ne Novyny. August
23, 2021. Available at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rIKM8IGDQsQ
[Ukrainian with English subtitles]
Servant of the People, Episode 1, Season 1.
Russia Paul d’Anieri, Ukraine and Russia: from Civilized Divorce to
Uncivil War, 1st edition (Cambridge University Press, 2019),
9/13 and 35 64,
Ukraine in
the 1990s

Michael Kimmage, Collisions: The Origins of the War in Ukraine
and the New Global Instability (Oxford University press, 2024),

excerpts.

Unit 2: Crimea, Donbas, and War in Ukraine 2014-2022

Olga Onuch and Henry E. Hale, The Zelensky Effect (Oxford
University Press, 2023), pp. 77-112.

The two
documentaries
focus on the
Euromaidan but
frame these
events in very

The Winter on Fire: Ukraine's Fight for Freedom, Netflix, available at: different ways:
Orange  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yzNxLzFfR5w. one from a
. Ukrainian
9/18 Revolutio . . . perspective and
n and Ukraine on Fire, dir. Oliver Stone, available at: one from a pro-
Euromaid https://tubitv.com/movies/100001118. Russian
an perspective. Try
Andrei Tsygankov (2015) Vladimir Putin's last stand: the to watch at least
sources of Russia's Ukraine policy, Post-Soviet Affairs, 31:4, the first 30
279-303, DOI: 10.1080/1060586X.2015.1005903 minutes of each,
noting how
their framings
differ.
Adam Charles Lenton (2022) Why Didn’t Ukraine Fight for First practical
Crimea? Evidence from Declassified National Security and assignment
The .
annexatio Defense.Councﬂ due on
9/20 nof Proceedings, Problems of Post-Communism, 69:2, 145-154. Canvas,
Crimea Sunday,
Crimea: Way back Home, dir. Andrey Kondrashov, March 15, September 22
2015, available at 11:59PM



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rIKM8IGDQsQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yzNxLzFfR5w
https://tubitv.com/movies/100001118

at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nbGhKfWrfOQ.

The
“Russian
Spring”:

war in the
Donbas,
2014-2015

9/25

Marlene Laruelle (2016) “The three colors of Novorossiya, or
the Russian nationalist mythmaking of the Ukrainian crisis”
Post-Soviet Affairs, 32:1, 55-74.

Gwendolyn Sasse, Russia’s War Against Ukraine (Polity Press,
2023), pp. 83-94.

Post-
Euromaid
an politics
and frozen
conflict in

the
Donbas,
2015-2019

9/27

Servant of the People, Episode 2, Season 3.
Onuch and Hale, The Zelensky Effect, pp. 157-184.

Anna Arutunyan, Hybrid Warriors: Proxies, Freelancers and
Moscow's Struggle for Ukraine (Hurst, 2022), pp. 207-225.

Oleksandr Fisun, “Ukraine’s Semi-Managed Democracy on
the March,” PONARS Eurasia Policy Memo no.482, August

2017, https://www.ponarseurasia.org/ukraine-s-semi-
managed-democracy-on-the-march/

The build-
up to the
full-scale
invasion

10/2

Servant of the People, Episode 3, Season 3.
Kimmage, Collisions, excerpts.

Putin, “On the Historical Unity of Russians and
Ukrainians”

“Address by the President of the Russian Federation”
President of Russia, February 24, 2022.

http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67843.

“Valdai International Discussion Club meeting,” President of
Russia, October 27, 2022.

http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/69695.

“Agreement on measures to ensure the security of The
Russian Federation and member States of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization” Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian
Federation, December 17, 2021.

https://mid.ru/ru/foreign policy/rso/nato/1790803/?lang=
en.

“Agreement on measures to ensure the security of The
Russian Federation and member States of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization” Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian
Federation, December 17, 2021.

https://mid.ru/ru/foreign policy/rso/nato/1790803/?lang=
en.

Unit 3: Explaining the 2022 invasion

10/4

Exam 1 (17.5%)

Structural
explanatio
ns: NATO

10/9

John Mearsheimer, "Why the Ukraine Crisis Is the West’s
Fault." Foreign Affairs, August 18, 2014.
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/russia-



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nbGhKfWrfOQ
https://www.ponarseurasia.org/ukraine-s-semi-managed-democracy-on-the-march/
https://www.ponarseurasia.org/ukraine-s-semi-managed-democracy-on-the-march/
http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67843
http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/69695
https://mid.ru/ru/foreign_policy/rso/nato/1790803/?lang=en
https://mid.ru/ru/foreign_policy/rso/nato/1790803/?lang=en
https://mid.ru/ru/foreign_policy/rso/nato/1790803/?lang=en
https://mid.ru/ru/foreign_policy/rso/nato/1790803/?lang=en
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/russia-fsu/2014-08-18/why-ukraine-crisis-west-s-fault

and EU
expansion

fsu/2014-08-18/why-ukraine-crisis-west-s-fault.

“Zelensky's full speech at Munich Security Conference,” Kyiv
Independent,
February 19, 2022. https://kyivindependent.com/zelenskys-

full-speech-at-
munich-security-conference/.

Mary Sarotte, Not One Inch: America, Russia, and the Making of
the Post—Cold War Stalemate (Yale University Press, 2021),
excerpts.

Thomas Graham, Getting Russia Right (Polity Press, 2023),
excerpts.

Fyodor Lukyanov, “Ukraine, Russia, and the New World
Order,” October 14,

2022. https://eng.globalaffairs.ru/articles/ukraine-russia-
world-order/.

10/1
1

Domestic
politics
explanatio
ns: regime
type,
economic
S

“Remarks by President Biden Ahead of the One-Year
Anniversary of Russia’s

Brutal and Unprovoked Invasion of Ukraine,” The White
House, February 21, 2023.
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-
remarks/2023/02/21/remarks-by-president-biden-ahead-of-
the-one-year-
anniversary-of-russias-brutal-and-unprovoked-invasion-of-
ukraine/.

Robert Person and Michael McFaul (2022). “What Putin Fears
Most,” Journal of Democracy, 33(2), 18-27.

Volodymyr Ishchenko, “Behind Russia’s War Is Thirty Years
of Post-Soviet Class Conflict,” Jacobin, October 3, 2022.
https://jacobin.com/2022/10/russia-

ukraine-war-explanation-class-conflict.

Andrey Kortunov, “Moscow’s Painful Adjustment to the Post-
Soviet Space,” Russian International Affairs Council, April 1,
2022. https://russiancouncil.ru/en/analytics-and-
comments/analytics/moscow-s-
painful-adjustment-to-the-post-soviet-space/.

10/1
6

Individual
-level
explanatio
ns: Putin

Julian Waller, “Putin’s Agency and the Decision for War,”
Riddle, May 15,
2023. https://ridlio/putin-s-agency-and-the-decision-for-war.

Henry Hale and Adam Lenton, “Do Autocrats Need a
Foreign Enemy? Evidence from Fortress Russia,” International
Security, 49(1), 9-50.

Serhii Plokhy, Lost Kingdom: The Quest for Empire and the
Making of the Russian Nation (Basic Books, 2017), excerpts.



https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/russia-fsu/2014-08-18/why-ukraine-crisis-west-s-fault
https://kyivindependent.com/zelenskys-full-speech-at-munich-security-conference/
https://kyivindependent.com/zelenskys-full-speech-at-munich-security-conference/
https://kyivindependent.com/zelenskys-full-speech-at-munich-security-conference/
https://eng.globalaffairs.ru/articles/ukraine-russia-world-order/
https://eng.globalaffairs.ru/articles/ukraine-russia-world-order/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2023/02/21/remarks-by-president-biden-ahead-of-the-one-year-anniversary-of-russias-brutal-and-unprovoked-invasion-of-ukraine/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2023/02/21/remarks-by-president-biden-ahead-of-the-one-year-anniversary-of-russias-brutal-and-unprovoked-invasion-of-ukraine/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2023/02/21/remarks-by-president-biden-ahead-of-the-one-year-anniversary-of-russias-brutal-and-unprovoked-invasion-of-ukraine/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2023/02/21/remarks-by-president-biden-ahead-of-the-one-year-anniversary-of-russias-brutal-and-unprovoked-invasion-of-ukraine/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2023/02/21/remarks-by-president-biden-ahead-of-the-one-year-anniversary-of-russias-brutal-and-unprovoked-invasion-of-ukraine/
https://jacobin.com/2022/10/russia-ukraine-war-explanation-class-conflict
https://jacobin.com/2022/10/russia-ukraine-war-explanation-class-conflict
https://russiancouncil.ru/en/analytics-and-comments/analytics/moscow-s-painful-adjustment-to-the-post-soviet-space/
https://russiancouncil.ru/en/analytics-and-comments/analytics/moscow-s-painful-adjustment-to-the-post-soviet-space/
https://russiancouncil.ru/en/analytics-and-comments/analytics/moscow-s-painful-adjustment-to-the-post-soviet-space/
https://ridl.io/putin-s-agency-and-the-decision-for-war

Mikhail Zygar, War and Punishment: Putin, Zelensky, and the
Path to Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine (Scribner 2023), excerpts.

10/1

Fall break

Unit 4: Ukraine, Russia, and the world post-2022

10/2

The initial
invasion
and
Ukrainian
counteroff
ensive

20 Days in Mariupol, PBS Frontline,

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gvAyykRvPBo [94
minutes]

Serhiy Kudelia; The Ukrainian State under Russian
Aggression: Resilience

and Resistance. Current History 1 October 2022; 121 (837):
251-257.

doi: https://doi.org/10.1525/curh.2022.121.837.251

10/2

Attrition
and
stalemate:
2023-
present

Valerii Zaluzhnyi, “Modern Positional Warfare and How to
Win it” November 2023.

https://infographics.economist.com/2023/ExternalContent/
ZALUZHNYI FULL V

ERSION.pdf.

Second
practical
assignment
due on
Canvas,
Sunday
October 27 at
11:59PM

10/3

Russian
politics
post-2022

Jade McGlynn, Russia’s War (Polity, 2022), excerpts.

Michael Kimmage and Maria Lipman, "Wartime Putinism."
Foreign Affairs,

January 13, 2023.
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/ukraine/wartime-putinism.

Adam Lenton, “Who is dying for the «Russian World»?”
Riddle, April 26,
2022. https:/ /ridl.io/who-is-dying-for-the-russian-world/.

Denis Volkov and Andrei Kolesnikov, “My Country, Right or
Wrong: Russian Public Opinion on Ukraine,” Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace, September 7, 2022.
Available at:

https://carnegieendowment.org/2022/09/07/my-country-
right-or-wrong-
russian-public-opinion-on-ukraine-pub-87803.

Dmitry Trenin, “How Russia Must Reinvent Itself to Defeat
the West’s ‘Hybrid
War’” Russia in Global Affairs, May 24, 2022. Available at:

https://eng.globalaffairs.ru/articles/russia-must-reinvent-
itself/.

11/1

Ukrainian
politics
post-2022

Onuch and Hale, The Zelensky Effect, excerpts.
Plokhy, The Russo-Ukrainian War, excerpts.
Yuriy Matsiyevsky, “Victory Despite the Cost: What

Ukrainians Think about the War, Peace, and Russia,”
PONARS Eurasia Policy Memo no. 851, August 11, 2023,

10



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gvAyykRvPBo
https://doi.org/10.1525/curh.2022.121.837.251
https://infographics.economist.com/2023/ExternalContent/ZALUZHNYI_FULL_VERSION.pdf
https://infographics.economist.com/2023/ExternalContent/ZALUZHNYI_FULL_VERSION.pdf
https://infographics.economist.com/2023/ExternalContent/ZALUZHNYI_FULL_VERSION.pdf
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/ukraine/wartime-putinism
https://ridl.io/who-is-dying-for-the-russian-world/
https://carnegieendowment.org/2022/09/07/my-country-right-or-wrong-russian-public-opinion-on-ukraine-pub-87803
https://carnegieendowment.org/2022/09/07/my-country-right-or-wrong-russian-public-opinion-on-ukraine-pub-87803
https://carnegieendowment.org/2022/09/07/my-country-right-or-wrong-russian-public-opinion-on-ukraine-pub-87803
https://eng.globalaffairs.ru/articles/russia-must-reinvent-itself/
https://eng.globalaffairs.ru/articles/russia-must-reinvent-itself/

https://www.ponarseurasia.org/victory-despite-the-cost-
what-

ukrainians-think-about-the-war-peace-and-russia.

Post-election discussion: how will the new U.S. administration affect the

11/6 war?

Open session I: military dynamics
(TBD based on student questions & interests. Possible topics include: new

military technologies, nuclear escalation, civil-military relations, role of
PMCs)

11/8

Open session II: humanitarian issues
(TBD based on student questions & interest. Possible topics include:

Ukrainian IDPs pre- and post-2022, refugees & dynamics in host countries,
Russian anti-war migration, war crimes & Russian occupation regime,
public health outcomes, gendered aspects of the war)

11/1

Open session III: societal and cultural developments
11/1 (TBD based on student questions & interest. Possible topics include:

5 Ukrainian/Russian culture during war, linguistic shifts, changing societal
attitudes, the role of ethnic and religious minorities)

Open session IV: economic developments
11/2  (TBD based on student questions & interest. Possible topics include:

0 effectiveness of sanctions, EU integration, military-industrial production,
sanctions evasion, global energy & food politics)
11/2 Exam 2
2 (Instructor will be at Association for Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies conference)
11/2
7& Thanksgiving break
29

Open session V: diplomatic developments
(TBD based on student questions & interest. Possible topics include:

1274 mediation efforts, U.S.-Russia relations, global public opinion, role of the
“Global South”)
Post-semester survey (1%) due by midnight, December 5
12/6 ~ Wrap-up
session

Final projects due at midnight, Friday, December 13 on Canvas

Classroom norms and policies:

Electronic devices:

Electronic devices are not permitted during class except for during live polling (see
below) or for note-taking purposes if provided such a learning accommodation.

Live polling:

To facilitate active learning, I incorporate live polling software, Wooclap, into our
lectures. There is no need to sign up, responses are not graded, and answers are
anonymous. You can use Wooclap on your phone. Our class link will be the same
for each class: https://app.wooclap.com/RUSSIAUKRAINE

11



https://www.ponarseurasia.org/victory-despite-the-cost-what-ukrainians-think-about-the-war-peace-and-russia
https://www.ponarseurasia.org/victory-despite-the-cost-what-ukrainians-think-about-the-war-peace-and-russia
https://www.ponarseurasia.org/victory-despite-the-cost-what-ukrainians-think-about-the-war-peace-and-russia
https://app.wooclap.com/RUSSIAUKRAINE

Slides:

Lecture slides will be uploaded to Canvas shortly after class. Please do not share or
distribute them.

Email communication:

Email is common in many professional and academic environments. Accordingly,
appropriate email etiquette can go a long way. Be sure to include salutations, sign
off appropriately, and proofread before you send. Try to be as clear as possible
regarding the purpose of the email (including indicating it in the subject) so that the
reader can respond suitably.

[ will endeavor to respond to your emails within 1 business day of receipt. I will not
respond to emails on the weekends unless of an urgent nature.

Late policy:

It is important to treat assignments as part of working in a professional environment.
If a manager or other colleague has asked you to submit work by a certain date, it is
professional courtesy to inform them in advance if this might not be possible and to
communicate any possible issues you foresee. The person may have set aside time in
their day or weekend to go through the submitted work, or they may have a
deadline for their own manager, etc.

[ will consider extension requests if all of the following steps are made: 1) A formal
emalil is sent to the instructor at least 48 hours before the deadline; 2) The email
explains why the work cannot be completed by the deadline, provides supporting
evidence and/or evidence of the work completed so far; 3) The email proposes a
reasonable amended deadline.

If all of these steps are taken, I will consider the request and respond in writing
within 24 hours after receipt. I will either accept the request as it is or offer an
alternative deadline to the one proposed.

Otherwise, standard late policies will apply without exception: 1/3 of a letter grade
will be deducted for every 24-hour period after the assignment is due.

Submitting written work:

All written work will be submitted as attachments (saved as .doc or .pdf files) and
uploaded to Canvas and checked for plagiarism. Please check your work before
submitting, including spell checking and converting to the correct format. Do not
send me links to Google Doc files.
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Academic integrity:

Academic integrity is a central component of living out Wake Forest University’s
commitment to honorable and ethical conduct. When you signed the honor code,
you have agreed “not to deceive any member of the community; not to steal, cheat,
or plagiarize on academic work; and not to engage in any other form of academic
misconduct.”

In this class, this entails a commitment to not engage in plagiarism and any form of
academic dishonesty. For help regarding plagiarism and how to recognize and avoid
it, please refer to this tutorial on the ZSR library website:
https:/ /zsr.wfu.edu/research/guides/recognizing-avoiding-plagiarism/.

Indications of plagiarism and/or other forms of academic dishonesty will be
reported to the Honors and Ethics Council, and will be dealt with according to the
College’s policies.

Al Policy:

Students are prohibited from using Generative Artificial Intelligence tools, including
paraphrasing tools, to complete any work for this class. The assignments in this class
are designed to help you to build transferable skills through structured practice, much
like you would practice a sport or a musical instrument. The assignments are
designed to help hone skills such as interpreting evidence, curating sources and data,
presenting arguments, and critically evaluating arguments — at times regarding
current events that are shrouded in the fog of war. You will not develop these skills if
you use Al

Emergencies:

In the event of health-related or other emergencies, please notify me immediately
and contact the Office of Academic Advising (OAA). You can read more about the
support that the OAA provides here:
https://advising.wfu.edu/emergencies/medical-family-emergency/.

Learning Accommodations:

Wake Forest University is committed to providing accommodations for students
who require them. Any student requiring academic accommodations should contact
the Center for Learning Access and Student Success (CLASS) as early in the
semester as possible, and ask CLASS to send me an approved accommodation letter
request. You can contact them here: https://class.wfu.edu/disability-
services/student-accommodations/.

Please reach out to me if you have any questions or concerns, and I will be happy to
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accommodate your needs.

Writing Support:

Much like other skills, becoming a good writer requires steady practice and
investment, including revising and editing one’s own work. I recommend that you
make use of the resources offered by the Writing Center. To make an appointment
with the Writing Center, please visit: https://writingcenter.wfu.edu/.

Drop-in/ Office Hours:

Please come to my drop-in/office hours or email me if you have any questions
about the class, or comparative politics/academia in general. This is time for you.
15-minute appointments can be booked here (in-person or Zoom), but feel free to
drop in if my door is open even if you haven’t booked a time. If you are not available
during scheduled office hours please email me and we can set up an alternative
time.

Readings and Lecture Schedule:

All readings and assigned materials will be available on Canvas. Students must
complete all assigned readings prior to meeting in class and be prepared to discuss
them.

Recommended sources to consult:

In addition to assigned readings, we will also discuss ongoing developments surrounding
the war. You should, therefore, curate a selection of news sources to follow throughout the
semester. Below are some recommended sources to consult.

War updates/live maps:

Institute for the Study of War (US-based, with good frequent reports)
(https://www.understandingwar.org/)

Zmaps (Russian military bloggers) (https://zmaps.ru/)

Deepstate (Ukrainian military bloggers) (https://deepstatemap.live/en#6/49.438/32.053)

Ukrainian news:

Ukrainska Pravda (https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/) [Ukr: https://www.pravda.com.ua/]
Unian [Ukr: https://www.unian.ua/]

Tsenzor [Ukr: https://censor.net/]

Espreso (https://global.espreso.tv/) [Ukr: https://espreso.tv/]

Hromadske (https://hromadske.ua/en) [Ukr: https://hromadske.ua/]

The Kyiv Independent (https://kyivindependent.com/)
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Russian news (opposition, anti-war):

Doxa [Rus: https://doxa.team/]

Mediazona (https://en.zona.media/) [Rus: https://zona.media/]

The Moscow Times (https://www.themoscowtimes.com/)

Novaya Gazeta Europe (https://novayagazeta.eu/en) [Rus: https://novayagazeta.eu/]

7x7 Horizontal Russia (https://semnasem.org/en) [Rus: https://semnasem.org/]
(particularly good for focusing on Russian regions)

Meduza (https://meduza.io/en) [Rus: https://meduza.io/]

RadioFreeEurope/RadioLiberty (https://www.rferl.org/) [Rus: https://www.svoboda.org/]
(particularly good for focusing on Russian regions and ethnic minorities — lots of versions in
local languages i.e., the North Caucasus/Volga region).

Caucasian Knot (https://www.eng.kavkaz-uzel.eu/) [Rus: https://www.kavkaz-uzel.eu/]
(for the Caucasus region)

Riddle (https://ridl.io/) (offers a good mixture of current affairs and more social scientific
analysis on various topics)

Russia.Post (https://www.russiapost.info/) (here, too, offers a mixture of current affairs
discussion together with deeper analysis)

Russian news (within Russia):

TASS (https://tass.com/) [Rus : https://tass.ru/] (one of the official government news
agencies)

Kommersant [Rus: https://www.kommersant.ru/] (very good quality journalism, careful not
to transgress censorship on the war)

Komsomolskaya Pravda [Rus: https://www.kp.ru/] (tabloid, with a populist angle)
Moskovsky Komsomolets [Rus: https://www.mk.ru/]

[zvestia [Rus: https://iz.ru/]

Tsargrad [Rus: https://tsargrad.tv/] (owned by ultraorthodox oligarch Malofeev)

Western-based analysis of Russia-Ukraine news:

The Economist (https://www.economist.com/)
Foreign Affairs (https://www.foreignaffairs.com/)
Russian Analytical Digest (https://css.ethz.ch/en/publications/rad.html)

There are, of course, other good sources like the NYT, but these three in particular are noteworthy
for their detailed analytical approach

Think tanks/policy:

Russian International Affairs Council (https://russiancouncil.ru/en/) [Rus:
https://russiancouncil.ru/] (Russian pro-government)
INEMO (https://www.imemo.ru/en) [Rus : https://www.imemo.ru/]

Carnegie Politika (https://carnegieendowment.org/politika/)
https://carnegieendowment.org/politika?lang=ru] (Russian opposition)

Russia in Global Affairs (https://eng.globalaffairs.ru/) [Rus: https://globalaffairs.ru/]
(Russian pro-government)
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CSIS (https://www.csis.org/programs/europe-russia-and-eurasia-program/russia-and-

eurasia)

George Washington University’s Russia Program (https://therussiaprogram.org/).
Kennan Institute (https://www.wilsoncenter.org/program/kennan-institute)
PONARS Eurasia (https://www.ponarseurasia.org/)

Chatham House (https://www.chathamhouse.org/regions/russia-and-eurasia/russia)
Brookings Institute (https://www.brookings.edu/topic/russia-eurasia/)

RAND Corporation (https://www.rand.org/topics/russia.html)

Atlantic Council (https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/programs/eurasia-center/).

War on the Rocks (https://warontherocks.com/)

Public opinion data:

Levada Center (public opinion, surveys) (https://www.levada.ru/en/) [Rus:
https://www.levada.ru/]

Russia Watcher (public opinion, surveys) (https://russiawatcher.com/about)
Kyiv International Institute of Sociology (public opinion, surveys)

(https://www .kiis.com.ua/?lang=eng)
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